


The very first European SME Week is going to be organized on
May 6-14, 2009. The event will witness activities to be conducted
on European level that are of concern of the SMEs; and expected to
come forward are information, recommendations, support to help

improve the activities of SMEs and, opportunities to come up with a
series of ideas. Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of
Turkey (TOBB) plays the part of national coordinator in the said
initiative to represent the Turkish private sector. 

Established last May, the first ever special-purpose business council, the
World Turkish Business Council will gather Turkish entrepreneurs active all
around the world on April 10-11, 2009 at the World Turkish Entrepreneurs
Assembly under the “Global Power Turkey” theme. In advance of the
Assembly, a press conference was organized with the participation of Kursad
Tuzmen, State Minister, M. Rifat Hisarciklioglu, President of TOBB/DEIK,
also holding the post of the Business Council Chairman, and Rona Yircali,
DEIK Chairman of the Executive Board.
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Europe to hold SME Week

World Turkish Entrepreneurs
Assembly to be convened in April

It appears that SMEs are not able to
benefit from the credit system and Small and
Medium Scale Industry Development
Organization (KOSGEB) credit support, since
a significant number of them lack providing
the required guarantee to get loans. This is
why the Union of Chambers and Commodity
Exchanges of Turkey sped up its activities to
extend the practice of Credit Guarantee Fund
and to boost the resources utilized to this end. 

TOBB aims
developing 
the Turkish SMEs
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Nejat Kocer, TOBB
Vice President and the
President of Gaziantep
Chamber of Industry,
told preparations for the
4th Iraq International
Fair to be organized in
Gaziantep on May 
21-24 continue apace.
Kocer said quite a high
level of participation is
anticipated in contrast
with the previous three.
Fair Syria, Saudi Arabia,
Russia, Central Asian
Republics, Iran,
Lebanon, Egypt, Italy,
Germany, Spain, like
many professional visitors
Gürcistn future.

M. Rifat Hisarciklioglu, President of the Union of Chambers 
and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey, said revamping only one side 
of the border is not adequate and the modernization project must 
also be expanded to cover the Georgian side of the border; but, more
importantly, a joint border crossing model has to be developed and
operated. Hisarciklioglu also noted TOBB wants to take part in the
modernization of the customs office located at the border of Georgia 
and Azerbaijan.  
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M. Rifat Hisarciklioglu, President of TOBB/DEIK,
met Pierre Simon, Paris Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, and Jean-François Bernardin, Assembly of
French Chambers of Commerce and Industry (ACFCI).
The topics discussed at the meeting were the series of
events to be carried out by TOBB (Union of Chambers
and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey) and DEIK
(Foreign Economic Relations Board) regarding the
‘Turkey Season’ that will be celebrated in France. 

TOBB President
Hisarciklioglu holds
talks in France within
the scope of “Turkey
Season”

Record participation
expected for 
the 4th Iraq
International Fair

Renovated Sarpi border
crossing reopens
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