
his year Europe celebrates the 20th anniversary of the fall of the
iron curtain and the 5th  anniversary of the accession to the EU
of eight Central and Eastern European Countries, as well as

Malta and Cyprus. These anniversaries offer a special incentive for as-
piring or professional journalists from all over Europe to reflect and
express their views on the enlargement of the European Union. Fol-
lowing the success of last year’s competition, the European Commis-
sion is offering the opportunity to more young journalists to show ca-
se their talent. In addition to written online or print articles, the 2009
award is also open to radio journalists. 

The competition is open from the 1 February until the 31st of
May 2009. The topic of all applications for both categories must re-
fer to the EU enlargement and / or the future vision of Europe. Par-
ticipants’ age must be between 17 - 35, and they must come from an
EU member states, a candidate or a potential candidate country
(Western Balkans and Turkey).

On the occasion of the launch of the competition Olli Rehn,
Commissioner for Enlargement said: “I welcome the second edition
of this competition and look forward to reading and listening to the
views of young journalists throughout Europe. Young people are im-
portant opinion leaders for their generation and the competition gi-
ves them an opportunity to share their experiences and visions of our
European future.”  

When evaluating the applications, national jury members will lo-
ok for a touch of journalistic flair to all submitted articles and radio
pieces which must be related to issues on the enlargement of the Eu-
ropean Union. Participants can enter the competition via the dedica-
ted website: www.EUjournalist-award.eu. It also provides informati-
on about the EU’s enlargement policy, interesting tips on developing
a career in journalism, as well as an interactive blog.

The winning articles and radio pieces will be published on the
competition website and the articles will also be published in a book-
let. The 35 national winners of the 2009 European Young Journalist
Award will be invited at the end of August/beginning of September
2009 to a cultural and historical trip to Berlin. The capital of Ger-
many will this year celebrate the 20th anniversary of the fall of the
Berlin Wall. At the end of the trip the winners will be able to meet
EU representatives, politicians, ambassadors, professional journalists.

For information on how to enter the competition, please visit
www.EUjournalist-award.eu.

The Commission’s Directorate-General
for Enlargement, in cooperation with
the European Youth Press association1
and Café Babel2, launched today the
2009 European Young Journalist
Award, a pan-European competition for
young journalists. 

Enlarge your
vision: The 2009
European Young
Journalist
Award is on! T
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