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Industrial efficiencies should be enhanced 
a new growth process should be initiated 

T urkey’s Top 500 Industrial Enterprises 

survey of the İstanbul Chamber of 

Istanbul contains important information.  

In 1998, 48 percent of the top 500 industrial 

enterprises were based in İstanbul. After the 

lapse of a period of 20 years as we arrived 

to 2018, it is seen that the share of İstanbul 

in the list has fallen to 34 percent.         

This implies that, in the recent 20 years, 

our industry has been demonstrating a 

significant move towards the inner parts of 

Anatolia. 20 years ago companies from only 

37 provinces were ranked in the list.  Now 

this number reached 50. When the said list 

is looked into, it is seen that an important 

factor that changed is that state-owned 

companies are losing their dominant 

position whereas private companies are 
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TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu:

T urkish automotive industry, one of 

the locomotive industries of the 

Turkish economy with its contribution to 

export and the added value it creates, is 

undergoing a major transformation. Large 

scale sub-industry companies, which plan 

to adapt their infrastructure to Industry 4.0, 

Transformation in 
automotive 
industry starts!

are focusing on R&D in order to be a long-

term player in the market and to compete 

in the global market. In addition, many 

basic industry companies have launched 

electric vehicle projects.

In cooperation with basic-industry 

companies, sub-industry companies 

are making investments to adapt their 

products to electric and autonomous 

vehicles which will be seen more frequently 

on the roads in the long run. Many 

manufacturers are taking their first steps 

towards transformation with electrical 

vehicle projects. Viewing the change in the 

industry as an important step of the “new 

industrial revolution”, experts emphasize 

that by 2025, highly equipped but light-

weight vehicles which are equipped with 

cloud technology, which are connected to 

the network through the internet of things, 

which prioritize driving safety and emission 

will dominate the global market.

increasingly coming into prominence. These 

changes are of paramount importance. 

This is because it  demonstrates the 

transformation of the Turkish economy as 

well as her social structure. Post 2001crisis, 

thanks to the correct determination of 

the causes of the problems coupled with 

the implementation of the right structural 

reforms, Turkey has transformed into an 

upper-middle economy with a per capita 

income of over 10 thousand dollars in 2008 

whereas it was a middle income economy 

with a per capita income of less than 3 

thousand dollars. 
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E x c i t e m e n t  w a s  h i g h  a t  t h e 

graduation ceremony of TOBB 

Economy and Technology University 

( TOBB ETU), which admitted its first 

students in 2004 and graduated its first 

class in 2008. The 2018-2019 Academic 

Year Graduation Ceremony, which was 

hosted by Chairman of TOBB ETU Board 

of Trustees and TOBB President M. Rifat 

Hisarcıklıoğlu and TOBB ETU Rector Prof. 

Dr. Güven Sak, was held the at TOBB ETU 

Sports Hall on Saturday, 29 June 2019 

with the participation of graduating 

students, their families, members of 

the protocol, guests, and academic and 

administrative personnel.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

Hisarcıklıoğlu said, “Being with you raises 

my hopes for my country. As I always say, 

TOBB ETU is the project which I boast 

most about as a business person and 

the President of TOBB. TOBB ETU is a 

project which aims to raise a generation 

whose members think freely, who follow 

knowledge closely, who learn quickly, 

who produce technology, and who 

invent new things.”

“We voiced TRNC’s just “We voiced TRNC’s just 
cause on all platforms”cause on all platforms”

Graduation excitement at TOBB ETU

U nion of Chambers and Commodity 

Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) President 

Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu, Vice President Fuat Oktay, 

TRNC Prime Minister Ersin Tatar, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Kudret 

Özersay, Turkey's Nicosia Ambassador Ali 

Murat Başçeri, Turkish Cypriot Chamber of 

Commerce (TCCC) President Turgay Deniz, 

numerous politicians and businessmen 

attended the Turkey – TRNC Chamber of 

Commerce Forum 1st Economy Conference 

organized in Nicosia with the cooperation 

of Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Commerce 

and TOBB. 

In his speech, TOBB President Hisarcıklıoğlu 

said the spirit of solidarity he observed at the 

meeting looked promising for the future.

TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu 

stated, “We voiced TRNC’s just cause on all 

global platforms, and stated that TRNC should 

be integrated to the international community. 

And we continue to do this. Turkish and TRNC 

business worlds are working together to 

achieve this goal.”
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Lack of qualified labor Lack of qualified labor 
force in Muğla force in Muğla 

How much did additional How much did additional 
tariffs affect Turkey?tariffs affect Turkey?

I n l ine with his  “America First ” 

policy, US President Donald Trump 

announced in early March 2018 that 

new tariffs would be imposed on 

iron, steel and aluminum imports. 14 

different Presidential Orders were issued 

from 8 March 2018 through 19 May 

2019 concerning the additional tariffs 

on iron, steel and aluminum industries 

in order to postpone the deadline for 

the application of additional tariffs 

to certain countries that requested 

exemption, or to provide permanent 

exemptions to them, or to change the 

tariff rates to be applied.

Additional tariffs imposed to iron, 

steel and aluminum products caused 

drops in exports of many countries. 

Turkey was the most adversely affected 

country due to these additional tariffs on 

iron and steel.  Turkey, who is among the 

top 15 countries exporting goods to US, 

experienced an 893 thousand ton drop 

in its exports between 2017 and 2018.

T he city Muğla incorporates both 

the outstanding c i ty  centers 

like Bodrum, Milas, Fethiye, Marmaris, 

Menteşe and a large rural population. 

For a variety of reasons like increasing 

population and economic conditions, 

not only in the city centers but also in 

the rural areas some problems have 

increased. 

The Chairman of Muğla Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry Hurşit Öztürk 

says “We give great importance to the 

branding and carry out a lot of project in 

this regard. In this context, the number 

of local products with geographical 

indication should be increased. The 

number of visitors should be increased 

by exhibiting the cultural heritage of the 

city and the attraction places.”

The Chairman of Muğla Commodity 

Exchange Hurşit Öztürk says “We aim that 

our city will be called with the quality 

and safety values in the food sector. 

We concentrate in our works on ‘Muğla 

Products’ emphasis and the vision of 

becoming a Brand City.”


