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We will keep working with everything 
we have for the sake of our country

B erat Albayrak ,  the Minister of 

Treasury and Finance, announced 

the New Economy Program (YEP) for 

2020-2022 term. The program names 
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TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu:

T he chemical industry which plays a 

major role in every aspect of daily 

life with its inputs, is one of the flagship 

industries in Turkey with high numbers in 

production and export.  In 2018, the Turkish 

chemical industry exported 19.57 million 

tons of products with a value of USD 17.44 

billion and with a year over year increase 

of 7.18 percent and aims to increase its 

contribution to the Turkish economy and 

The future of 
the chemical 
industry lies 
in clustering!

enhance its export performance. Its share 

in the total export of Turkey is 10.4 percent 

and the industry's goal is to increase its 

export numbers to USD 20 billion with an 

increase of 15 percent until the end of this 

year and to increase its export unit price to 

over USD 1 in the medium term. 

The industry has focused on R&D 

and innovations in the last years in line 

with these goals and eagerly awaits for 

investments in high capacity plants to 

meet its raw material needs. The industry 

representatives report that the industry 

is 70 percent dependent on export raw 

materials and they all agree that with 

the investment in high capacity plants 

dependency on import products will 

decrease which will  strengthen the 

position of the industry in global markets 

and have a positive effect on export. 

2019 as a balancing period and aims 

change and transformation for the 

upcoming year. The program’s outline is 

as following: 

I ncent ive  and suppor t  system 

will be simplified to increase income 

performance in public finance and a 

performance-based budgeting will be put 

into practice. Financial discipline will be 

continued with determination, structural 

changes will be made to ensure resources 

are used efficiently and savings are made 

in certain areas.

Inefficient exemptions, privileges, and 

discounts will be gradually removed, tax 

base will be expanded and tax legislation 

will be simplified to improve justice in tax.

In sum, the New Economy Program 

with its nature of a three-years road 

map can be seen as the first steps of 

a new economic model that will carry 

Turkey into 2023. The fact that steps 

towards supporting the real sector, SMEs, 

producers, and investments will continue 

is pleasing. Aiming at high capacity growth 

again is especially important. We believe 

that the program will accelerate economic 

activity. As the Turkish business world, we 

will keep on working with everything we 

have in line with our country’s targets. 
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F acebook Station, a project created 

in collaboration with the Union of 

Chambers and Commodity Exchanges 

of Turkey (TOBB), Facebook and Habitat 

Association was launched in Maslak, Istanbul. 

TOBB President M. Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu, Africa, 

Middle East and Turkey Facebook Regional 

Director Ari Keşişoğlu, Facebook Public 

Policy EMEA Director of Ebele Okobi, Habitat 

Association President Sezai Hazır and a large 

number of guests attended the opening 

ceremony.

In his speech, TOBB President M. Rifat 

Hisarcıklıoğlu stated that 93% of Turkey's 

population used mobile devices, adding, 

“63% of it uses the social media. We are one 

of the countries which use the social media 

the most in the world. We know and follow 

every development in the digital world. 

However, we use all these technologies not 

to do or improve our business, but mostly for 

idle chatter. We want to reverse this situation 

and move entrepreneurs and SMEs to the 

digital environment for doing business. That 

is where the world is headed now. Everyone 

is shifting their business, trade, social life into 

the virtual environment.”

We invite Czech We invite Czech 
companies to Turkeycompanies to Turkey

Facebook Station will 
open to Anatolia 

Abusiness lunch was organized at the Union 

of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of 

Turkey (TOBB) for the honor of Czech Republic Prime 

Minister Andrej Babis. The opening speeches at 

the lunch were made by the Czech Republic Prime 

Minister Andrej Babis, Czech Republic Minister of 

Commerce and Industry Karel Havlicek, Minister of 

Commerce Ruhsar Pekcan, Czech Republic Chamber 

of Commerce President Vladimir Dlouhy, and the 

Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of 

Turkey (TOBB) president Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu.

At his opening speech at the business lunch, TOBB 

President Hisarcıklıoğlu reminded that TOBB was the 

umbrella organization of the Turkish business world, 

adding, “All companies in Turkey are our members, 

regardless of whether they are domestic or foreign, 

small, medium-sized or large. We have 1.5 million 

members. We represent all industries in the economy, 

from commerce to industry, from agriculture to 

logistics, and from construction to tourism.” TOBB 

President Hisarcıklıoğlu added, “We also have a large 

international network. We are represented in the 

administration of all business organizations in Europe, 

the Asia-Pacific Region and the Islamic world.”
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Kayseri Kayseri 
wants its wants its 

transportation transportation 
problems to be problems to be 

solvedsolved

Will the contraction Will the contraction 
in the construction in the construction 
industry continue?industry continue?

A ccording to the "Industry Report, 

Au g u s t  2 0 1 9 "  w r i t t e n  b y  t h e 

Association of Turk ish Construction 

Material Producers (IMSAD), production of 

construction materials has decreased 21.2 

percent year over year in June 2019. 

The production was decreased 20.3 

percent in the first half of 2019. One fifth 

of the total production was lost during 

this period.  Sharp contraction in the 

local market had a major effect on this 

decline. Increase in export volumes did not 

compensate for this loss.

The production in all 22 sub-industries 

was in a decline year over year in June 2019. 

And in the first half of 2019, again in all 22 

sub-industries the production fell compared 

to the same period in the previous year. The 

three sub-industries which experienced 

the biggest decline in the first half of 2019 

were ready-mixed concrete with 47.2 

percent; kiln dried ceramic products with 

45.8 percent and unified parquet and other 

flooring solutions with 31.4 percent. 

S ustaining the trade traditions started 

at Kültepe throughout the history, 

which is accepted as the world’s first 

organized trade center, Kayseri is one of 

the most important industrial cities of 

our country. 

Kayseri managed to be not only the 

production hub of the geography it is 

located in, but also the health, tourism, 

and sports hub. The city, however, is 

trying to overcome the problems related 

to human transportation and freight 

shipment. 

Mehmet Büyüksimitci, TOBB (the 

Union of Chambers and Commodity 

Exchanges of Turkey) Board Member 

and the Chairman of Kayseri Chamber 

of  I ndustr y,  says ;  “K ayser i ’s  most 

important problems start with human 

transportation and freight shipment 

services”. Ömer Gülsoy, the Chairman of 

Kayseri Chamber of Commerce, says on 

the other hand, “Transportation is the 

biggest problem in our city, which has 

commercial ties with about 170 countries 

today”. 


